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Student Spotlight: 

Tony Long, a thirty year old male who lost his job after 
many years of service due to not having a high school 
diploma or a GED, decided to sign up for an Adult 
Education orientation in order to earn his GED. He 
joined the CA Fredd AM class after completing his 
literacy requirement in the APLUS class. Tony’s 
instructors, Mrs. Betty Jo Wright and Ms. Patricia 
Walters, describe him as eager, determined, and 
willing to work. He attends class everyday and focuses 
on his work the entire class time. Tony was excited 
and confident as he saw all of his hard work pay off through his performance on the 
reading TABE. Tony had mastered reading and was anxious to start the next subject. 

Presently, Tony is working in math and, as he did in 
reading, he is giving it “his all”. In his mind, he keeps 
telling himself, “I will get a job”. Tony has expressed 
his feelings about being in the Shelton State Adult 
Education Program and is quick to say he has 
received more help with his work in this program than 
he did in high school. He appreciates the help and 
caring words of encouragement given by his 
instructors. Tony now realizes from his own progress 
and the guidance of the Adult Education Program that there are unlimited possibilities for 
his future at Shelton State Community College. 

SSCC Staff Spotlight: 

Ronald E. Range is the Director of the C.A. Fredd Campus of Shelton State Community 
College in Tuscaloosa, Alabama, where he is also the Director of Title III (federally 
funded programs). He serves on the Executive Committee and as treasurer of the 
National Association of HBCU Title III Administrators. In his role as Campus Director, he 
works with the President, the Dean of Instruction, the Dean of Students, the Dean of 
Business Services, the associate deans, division chairpersons, and faculty to provide 
leadership and supervision in the planning, development, implementation, and 
evaluation of the C.A. Fredd Campus’ instructional units, both credit and non-credit. 
Within the academic division, Mr. Range is responsible for the maintenance, 
improvement, quality, and transformation of instruction and instructional support 
services, for implementing the academic divisions’ instructional plan, and for advising on 
budget matters concerning the academic division. As Director of Title III, his duties 
include serving as the primary leader, planner, and administrator of the Title III 
Strengthening Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCU) Program. He also 
serves as a liaison among College divisions, the U. S. Department of Education, and 
other agencies as required for project implementation and administration. 

Ronald, a native of Tuscaloosa, Alabama, earned his bachelor’s degree in business 
administration from Stillman College and his master’s degree in public administration 
from the University of Alabama at Birmingham. He has over twenty years experience in 
governmental and higher education administration. When asked to comment about the 
importance of adult education, Mr. Range stated, “Educating adults differs from 
educating children in several ways. One of the most important differences is that adults 
have accumulated knowledge and experience that can add to or hinder the learning 
experience. Another difference is that most adult education is voluntary; therefore, the 
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participants are generally better motivated. The Adult Education program at Shelton 
State Community College serves as a model for programs across the state.” 

AE Staff Spotlight: 

Gary Youngblood is the Adult Education 
Technology Maintenance Manager for the Shelton 
State Community College Adult Education 
Department and has worked in Adult Education for 
three and a half years. Gary received a Bachelor’s 
degree in Secondary Education from the University 
of Alabama. Before working at Shelton State 
Community College, he taught for fourteen years at 
Hillcrest Middle School. 

A lifelong resident of Tuscaloosa County, Gary graduated from Brookwood High School. 
From 1990-2006, Gary became a well-known drag-racer. He is the 1993 Street Stock 
World Champion in the Fun Ford Weekend Series. From 2000-2005, Gary finished as a 
regular contender in the Team Ford Modular Motor Top Ten Eliminator Club finishing 2 nd 
in points twice and 3 rd in points twice. In addition to drag racing, he enjoys riding four- 
wheelers and singing karaoke. While he does not say that he is good at either, he 
enjoys both. In 1996, Gary was blessed with a son, Logan Garrett Youngblood, who is 
currently in the 7 th grade at Hillcrest Middle School and a member of the baseball and 
basketball teams. He has spent the last year remodeling a house in Cottondale and has 
recently moved in. Gary is thrilled to announce that he married Amy Harvell, who has 
two daughters Hannah (9) and Gracie (7) on December 1st. On December 3 rd Gary, 
Amy, Logan, Hannah, and Gracie traveled to Disney World. 

Gary is very thankful he found his way to Adult Education and really enjoys working with 
technology, the instructors, and the staff. 

AE Faculty Spotlight: 

Carolyn Davis graduated from the University of 
Alabama with a degree in elementary education and 
began teaching Adult Education in 1989 with the 
Tuscaloosa County Board of Education. During this 
time, she taught GED classes in various locations 
throughout the area including the River Road Library, 

Bryce Hospital, and the Spouse Abuse Center. After 
seven and a half years, she joined the Tuscaloosa 
City Board of Education Adult Education Program. She moved to the Shelton State 
Community College Adult Education program in 2004. Carolyn is currently the Adult 
Education instructor at the Tuscaloosa Career Center and at the C.A. Fredd Campus. 
When asked to share her career motivation she stated, “I enjoy helping our students 
improve their skills, obtain a GED, and, thus, improve their lives.” 

Carolyn and her husband, Richard, have been married thirty-nine years, have three 
children, and four grandchildren. Carolyn draws on her Christian faith to provide her with 
the strength and ability to comfort, encourage, and support each person that she meets. 
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Partner Agency/ Host Site Spotlight: 

In developing a seamless staffing system, Phifer, Inc. has integrated Adult Education 
services into a core component of its manufacturing production employment process. 

The application process begins at Tuscaloosa CareerLink. Qualified applicants 
complete Phifer applications and have the option of attending a Phifer seminar at 
CareerLink. The Phifer Human Resources Recruiter selects applicants to attend an 
orientation class titled Introduction to Phifer. Following the orientation, applicants take 
the Test of Adult Basic Education (TABE) as a measure to determine basic 
mathematical and reading skills. Phifer invites applicants with competent TABE scores 
to attend the Ready to Work (RTW) pre-employment training program at Shelton State 
Community College. After completing RTW, Phifer considers applicants with the 
requisite WorkKey scores as candidates for full-time employment. During the past year 
and a half, more than one hundred new hires have completed RTW. 

During the hiring process, many applicants fail to perform well on the TABE due to a 
deficiency in basic skills. Together with Shelton State’s Center for Workforce 
Development and Adult Education departments, Phifer developed an onsite program, 
WinPhifer, which nested Phifer’s goal of providing targeted instruction for 
applicants failing to meet basic skill requirements into a seamless system. Ultimately, 
this means when applicants fail to achieve the requisite standards to continue in the 
hiring process, the system now has fallback solutions designed to re-educate 
applicants. 

The WinPhifer class meets on Monday nights at the Phifer Education Center with 
Kristen Peoples, Shelton State Community College Adult Education instructor providing 
program leadership and instruction. The student population consists of applicants 
selected by the Phifer Human Resources Department based on prior TABE 
performance. Students utilize the Worldwide Interactive Network, Inc. (WIN) e-learning 
system, hands-on learning, and other techniques designed to improve individual skills. 
Upon program completion, Phifer refers applicants improving their individual skill-sets to 
RTW to resume their place in the pre-employment hiring process. 

National Reporting System Update for Instructors: 

■ If a student separates and then returns to class (re-enrolls), you need to submit a 
new Enrollment Form (or copy of the old with updated demographics and test 
score) so we will know in which subject to re-enroll the student. 

■ Scores over six months old are not valid. 

■ Confusion is caused when a separated student is listed on the class Contact 
Hour Report, so please remember to turn in those Enrollment Forms. 

■ If a student transfers to your class from another class, please make sure you 
change the name of the class to reflect your class on the Enrollment Form. If you 
don’t change the class name on the form, the student will be entered in the old 
class again. 

■ Please run Testing Alerts and test students who are in need of retesting. 
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On-line Professional Development: 

The Shelton State Community College Adult Education is proud to be 
the first adult education program in the state of Alabama to provide a 
professional development opportunity for the faculty and staff through 
internet resources. In-service participants are able to print handouts 

and watch pre-recorded presentations 
of policies and updates from Dr. 

Heinrich, Dean Taylor, Dr. Hatcher, 

Mr. Parker, Dr. Turner, Mr. Johnson, 
and Mr. Coleman from the comfort of 
their own homes. Ms. McKnight, Mrs. 

Denny, and Mr. Youngblood provided 
tutorials based on AAESAP alerts, 
completing forms, and KeyTrain 
operations through Tegrity which is 
found in the Blackboard suite. The in- 
service will be presented through the 
Blackboard Learning System which 
allows the participant to refer to the 
quarterly in-service anytime during the 
year. A CEU will be issued to each 
participant by Margie Falls after she has received the 
registration and evaluation forms from all of the 
participants. 





Conference Presentations: 

Fran Turner, Kristen Peoples, and Phillip Johnson 
presented “Transitioning New Readers into Adult 
Education” at the annual Alabama College 
Association Conference in Mobile, Alabama, 

November 23-25, 2008. The presentation discussed 
the need for having transitional classes for students 
who are between literacy services and adult 
education classes. The presentation highlighted the 
A PLUS and Computer Based PLUS classes and 
their success in numbers throughout the Shelton State Community College Adult 
Education Program. 

Drop Out Recovery Plan: 

Adult Education staff members worked with high school counselors, and once a quarter 
the counselors send contact information (name, phone number, and address) for their 
students who drop out. The Adult Education program staff members then contact the 
students with information about Adult Education classes. The partnership with the high 
school counselors works well, and we appreciate all their participation in helping their 
students connect with the program. New email address is qed@sheltonstate.edu . 
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Lisa Waldrop, the College’s Director of Recruiting, sends a quarterly email newsletter to 
all the counselors in our service area. The telephone number for the Counseling Center 
is 205.391.2232. 

Attendance Verification: 

Candy Denny (candv.dennv@sheltonstate.edu / 205.391.2673) documents all 
attendance verification for the Shelton State Community College Adult Education 
Program. Students needing verification should plan ahead. A student must have a 
Release of Information Form with the relevant recipients listed before Ms. Denny 
can provide the attendance verification. Students should bring the Request for 
Enrollment /Attendance Verification Form with them. This form is filled out and 
signed by the instructor. 

Plus Update: 

PLUS Tuscaloosa is a community wide effort using trained volunteers to teach adults to 
read. The program is administered and coordinated by the Shelton State Community 
College Adult Education Program and is funded by the Department of Post Secondary 
Education and through contributions from community organizations, churches, 
businesses, and individuals. PLUS Tuscaloosa has three goals: to raise awareness of 
the problem of adult functional illiteracy; to recruit and train volunteer reading tutors and 
to encourage participation of those who need assistance with reading. The program 
needs interested adults who can read and write English well, relate with sensitivity and 
compassion, and demonstrate patience and perseverance. You do not need to be a 
professional teacher to volunteer. 

The members of Sigma Tau Delta, the International English Honor Society at the 
University of Alabama, asked Mrs. Chancy to train their members as PLUS tutors on 
Sunday, November 16 th . If you would like to volunteer to help someone learn to 
read or if you know someone who needs reading help, call PLUS Tuscaloosa 
(205.391.2671 or toll free at 1.877.643.3272) 

WorkKeys© Update: 

Our Adult Education students continue to take advantage of the opportunity to take the 
WorkKeys© assessment which is available to all our Adult Education students based on 
a prerequisite targeted instruction score. Instructors help ensure that students are ready 
for the WorkKeys© assessment by verifying that the students 

• Have attended AT LEAST twelve hours in Adult Education classes 

• Pass the practice GED. 

• We now have the replacement for WIN. It is called KeyTrain. An email was sent to 
show you how to enter students into KeyTrain and training will be provided online 
during our next in-service. Encourage students to work on KeyTrain often, paying 
special attention to locating information. If a student is ready to pass the GED test, 
they should be ready to take the WorkKeys Test, so please encourage all students to 
take the test. 

• When a student has met these requirements and is ready to take the test, instructors 
send a hard copy or an email copy of the WorkKeys Online Registration Form to 
Gary Youngblood ( avounqblood@sheltonstate.edu) . The assessment will be given 
on Friday mornings at 9:00 a.m. and will last until approximately 12:00 p.m. The 
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assessment is not given each week but is scheduled based on the number of 
students who need to take the test. The test will be given in the GED Classroom on 
the Shelton State Community College Fredd Campus. Each section of the test is 55 
minutes. Students are responsible for their own transportation to the assessment. 

Alabama Career Readiness Certificate (CRC): 

The Shelton State Community College Adult Education program tested a total of 56 
students during quarter one of the 2008-2009 school year. A total of 55 CRC’s were 
earned which yields a 98% success rate. Only one student failed to earn a CRC. A 
breakdown of the CRC’s earned in each category is as follows: 

❖ CRC Breakdown: 

■ Bronze -13 

■ Silver - 35 

■ Gold - 7 

Ready to Work 

The Ready to Work (RTW) Program is operated through the Alabama Department of 
Postsecondary Education’s division of Workforce Development. The College’s West 
Alabama Center for Workforce Development will continue to provide Ready to Work 
(RTW) classes in Hale and Tuscaloosa Counties. Employment, retention, and wage gain 
information for all participants is tracked. The RTW program goal is successful 
completion of the Alabama Certified Worker examination. RTW Program participants 
are required to secure the Alabama Career Readiness Certificate in order to complete 
the program. The College’s West Alabama Center for Workforce Development and Adult 
Education staff will continue to partner to promote the GED and the CRC. 

The RTW Program and the Adult Education Department have partnered to create a 
RTW prep/adult education class for Phifer Wire applicants. The class is designed to 
help applicants who fall under the Phifer Wire requirement to improve their TABE scores 
so the applicant will qualify to enter the RTW Program. George Pratt stated, “The WIN- 
Phifer class started on October 27 th , and as a result of the excellent work of Kristen 
Peoples nearly 50% of the first class has successfully met requirements to enter into 
RTW. This process has taken less than one month. I would like to thank Adult 
Education for the support of the RTW program.” 


English as a Second Language (ESL) Update: 

We currently offer ESL classes in Tuscaloosa County at Tuscaloosa’s One Place and 
Holy Spirit Catholic Church. The Tuscaloosa’s One Place (TOP) class meets Monday 
through Thursday mornings and Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday afternoons; the Holy 
Spirit class meets Monday and Wednesday evenings. 

Adult Education staff members are pleased to participate in Tuscaloosa County’s 
Hispanic Service Providers Network, which is coordinated by TOP. The network is 
involved in several projects to serve the Hispanic community including updating the 
Hispanic Service Guide and planning the next Brazos Abiertos (Open Arms) event. 

The Tuscaloosa County Site Coordinator and three ESL instructors attended the 
Southeast Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages regional conference in 
Birmingham September 25-27. 
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Enrollment Management: 

Managed enrollment continues to be implemented in Tuscaloosa County with positive 
results. Attendance is improving, and Functioning Level Gains are increasing. 

The Shelton State Community College Adult Education Program provides educational 
services at no cost to the learner, but admission to a class is not guaranteed. Some 
classes have waiting lists, while some have a reading prerequisite and/or age 
requirement. 

Prior to enrolling in a class, students are required to attend an orientation session, during 
which emphasis is placed on the Attendance Agreement, the Code of Conduct, 
Assessment, and Goal Setting. During this process, students sign an attendance 
agreement; failure to meet the guidelines of the attendance agreement will result in 
removal from the program. 

According to the Attendance Agreement, students not attending 80% (100% for Young 
Adult Learners) of class times offered for two weeks in a row will be dropped from the 
program. Students will be encouraged to apply for readmission by writing the appropriate 
site coordinator, explaining reasons for absence, and stating a plan of action to improve 
attendance. 

Regional Workshop 

The Adult Education faculty and staff attended a regional workshop provided by the 
Department of Postsecondary Education entitled “How to Retain More Adult Education 
Students and Achieve More Positive Outcomes.” The workshops were offered at four 
different locations and twice each designated day. Professional development hours 
earned through this workshop count towards the ten hours required for each Adult 
Education employee per year. 


Adult Education Advisory Council: 

The program’s advisory council is composed of community leaders within the program’s 
five county service area. Council members share their time and expertise. This year’s 
Advisory Council includes Isaac Atkins (Greene County Schools); Kathy Bailey 
(Tuscaloosa County - Voc. Rehab); Lew Drummond (Tuscaloosa - West Alabama 
Center for Workforce Development); Donald Elam (Bibb County Schools); Linda 
Hardwick (Tuscaloosa County - Alabama Employment Services); Joyce Levey 
(Tuscaloosa City Schools); Rebecca Mims (Tuscaloosa County Schools); William Ryan 
(Hale - AL Court System); Frank Stegall (Hale County Schools); Thomas J. Taylor 
(Tuscaloosa - Shelton State Community College); and Annie Walker (Sumter County 
Schools). The council will meet prior to the GED graduation ceremony in May of 2009. 

Alabama GED Scholarship (AGS): 

■ GED recipients are eligible to participate in a tuition scholarship program. 
Alabama GED Scholarship (AGS) Applications may be downloaded from the AL 
College System web site at http://www.acs.cc.al.us . Click on GED, then 
Scholarship Application. A copy of the press release may also be viewed at this 
site. 
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■ For additional information, contact the Adult Education office or Jan Rogers in 
the Counseling Center. 


Homecoming ’08: 

Adult Education applauds the Shelton Bucs and the drive to Go 
Green! We were excited to help support the effort to recycle 500 
plastic bottles during Homecoming Week. Together we can make a 
long-lasting improvement in our environment. 



QEP 

The College has unveiled its Quality Enhancement Plan, Improving Student Success 
In Online Classes. Visit our QEP Blog at www.sheltonstate.edu. The college had an 
encouraging and positive visit from the SACS Accreditation Team on October 28-30 



Dr. Turner, Mr. Youngblood, and Mr. 
Johnson attended the QEP Breakfast 
of Champions and were extremely 
excited to meet the special guest 
Olympic medalist, Deontay Wilder. 


Update on Local Recruitment Efforts: 

The Adult Education Program provided a table with brochures and handouts at the 
Tuscaloosa Housing Authority Cultural Fest. The event was well attended. Phillip 
Johnson and Kristen Peoples were available for questions on how to obtain a GED and 
PLUS services. 

GED Online information sheets were distributed to libraries in Bibb, Greene, Hale, and 
Sumter counties. The information sheets were given to adults interested in GED 
preparation but unable to attend one of our class sites and those who would like extra 
work outside of the classroom. 

Betty Jo Wright, Julia Chancy, Pat Walters, and Tony Long (a C.A. Fredd AM student) 
were interviewed during a public service announcement for the West Alabama Literacy 
Council. The University of Alabama’s WVUA-TV hosted and broadcast the 
announcement on their television station. 

The Adult Education Program was represented by Curtis Coleman at the Livingston 
Head Start Health Fair. Mr. Coleman offered program information to other 
community and government agencies around the Sumter County area. 
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Dates to Remember: 

December 21 - first day of winter 
December 25 - Christmas Day 
December 31 - New Year’s Eve 


Timesheet Reminder: 

Supervisors should receive the Shelton State time sheets (and/or Time and Effort 
Sheets and/or Work Logs) by the 13 th of the month unless otherwise notified. The Adult 
Education and Family Literacy Timesheet should be received by the Site Coordinator by 
the 3 rd of the month. Please proof the documents for accuracy and sign them. 


AAESAP and ARS Reminder: 

Contact Hour Reports, Student Sign-in sheets, Update Forms, Separation Forms, 
Enrollment Forms, and the ARS report should be received by the Site Coordinator by the 
3 rd of the month. Please proof the documents for accuracy and sign the Contact Hour 
Report. 


Quarter I Shelton State Adult Education Word Scramble Answers: 


1. orientation 

7. goals 

2. enrollment 

8. diploma 

3. attendance 

9. literacy 

4. email 

10. certificate 

5. reports 

11. employment 

6. posttest 

12. graduation 
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Christmas Maze: 



Shelton State Community College Adult Education Program 
Toll Free Number: 1.877.643.3272 (1.877.6GE.DCRC) 

Email: GED@sheltonstate.edu 






























